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PROTECTING YOUR IDEAS

PATENTS PROTECT IDEAS, WHICH YOU
HAVE TO FILE FOR, AND THEY PROTECT

YOUR INVENTION FROM OUTRIGHT THIEVERY.
PATENTS MUST BE NEW, NOVEL, AND
NON-0BVIOUS.

COST. THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS

IDEATION

First, make a meeting!
Come talk to the EDI Office!

After initial discussions,

submit an

Invention Disclosure Form

to the EDI Office. This will

open afile for you and start the

The next steps include:
-Preliminary Evaluation of
Technology by EDI Office

-Full Evaluation of Technology

(Prior Art Searches on Patent

Databases, Market Analysis, etc.)

This can take anywhere from

a few weeks to a few months,

depending on the invention.

Once patents are filed, we start on a
Commercialization Plan.

COMMERCIALIZATION

COPYRIGHT ProTECTS THE

EXPRESSION OF YOUR IDEAS (LITERARY,
MUSICAL, DRAMATIC, ARTISTIC), AND
SHIELDS YOUR EXPRESSION FROM BEING

process.

Forms can be found online at:
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/
research-and-innovation/forms

— STEPS TO—

SUCCESS

CONTRACTS &
PROTECTION

If proceeding with a patent, there
are a few contracts to put in place.

First, an Assignment Agreement

is needed to assign your invention

to Lakehead, in order for LU to
file the patent on your behalf.

Then, possibly Confidentiality

The EDI office helps put a plan
together that best suits your needs,
and helps you through the process.

Hopefully a License or Company will

then create jobs, and contribute to
economic development and growth.

an A

COPIED. YOU OWN YOUR OWN COPYRIGHT
AUTOMATICALLY WHEN YOU CREATE
SOMETHING, BUT REGISTERING IT OFFERS
YOU GREATER PROTECTION.

COST. UNDER $100, APPROX. 10 WEEKS

Agreements will be needed, and a 1

Vo N
Letter of Shared Financial Obligation
between you and LU to share the
cost of patenting, and any

future revenue.

Then, filing the patent!

K TRADEMARKS PRoTECT BRAND
NAMES, AND THEIR REPUTATION. THEY ARE
SYMBOLS, WORDS, LOGOS, OR SHAPES
THAT DIFFERENTIATE YOUR PRODUCT,
SERVICE OR BUSINESS FROM OTHERS.

COST. $350 AND A YEAR, WITH NO ISSUES,
UP TO THREE YEARS OTHERWISE

PATENTING TIMELINE
NUT”C Egﬁ E'ECE Yéﬂg?g‘é PATENT 15 YEARS TO EARN BACK THE MILLION DOLLARS IT TOOK TO DEVELOP AND PATENT
— -~ GRANTED! <
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FILE 18 MONTHS 3 YEARS 5 YEARS 7YEARS  T1YEARS 20 YEARS
PROVISIONAL ~ — USA PATENT MAINTENANCE FEES PATENT EXPIRES.
PATENT o YEAR 351500 PATENTS LAST 20
(12 MONTHS UNTIL EXPIRY) AT 12 MONTHS FROM DURING THIS TIME. YOUR YEAR 7.5: $2700
FILING DATE. YOU CAN: PATENT GOES THROUGH A YEAR 115: $5360 YEARS FROM THE
THIS FILING DATE IS RIGOROUS REVIEW FILING DATE.
VERY IMPORTANT. CHOOSE TO FILE A PROCESS. AND YOU HAVE CANADA MAINTENANCE FEES
BEING 15T TO FILE PCT/INTERNATIONAL TO DEFEND YOUR CLAIMS (OUE EVERY. 12 MONTHS) AFTER 20 YEARS.
GIVES PATENT PATENT. WHICH DELAYS BASED ON REVIEWER “YEARS 5-: $975 PER YEAR YOU NO LONGER HAVE
PRIORITY CHOOSING COUNTRIES - A;EEIQBG@%HRST ~YEARS 10-14: $300 PER YEAR A MONOPOLY ON YOUR
FOR 1YEAR ACTION NOTICE OF -YEARS 15-19: $400 PER YEAR INVENTION. AND
DO NOT DISCLOSE OR ALLOWANCE. OR IT MIGHT GO ANYONE CAN EXPLOIT
PUBLISH BEFORE OR THROUGH MULTIPLE ROUNDS EACH COUNTRIES MAINTENANCE FEES AND SFLL YOUR
FILNG ONCE THE APRLCATION 5 ARE DIFFERENT PRODUCT (EX.
YOU CAN CHOOSE THE ALLOWED. THERE IS AN ISSUE GENERIC BRANDS OF
COUNTRIES YOU WANT FEE (CANADA: $5865. MEDICINE)
TOFILE IN USA: $1200)
APPROXIMATE COSTS:
$2K FOR FILING $2K FOR PCT/INTERNATIONAL DEPENDING ON REVIEWER FEEDBACK. CHANGING
$2K FOR CANADIAN FILING CLAIMS PLUS MAINTENANCE FEES, PROTECTION
$3K FOR USA FILING CAN COST ANYWHERE FROM $5-$25K ALL COSTS ARE IN CANADIAN DOLLARS

innovations(dlakeheadu.ca






