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One hundred and one years ago, Albert Einstein put forth ideas 
that led to two astonishing predictions. The first was black holes,
regions of space with such intense gravity that nothing can es-
cape, not even light or the strongest rockets.  The second was 
gravitational waves, the tiniest ripples in space and time travel-
ing through the Universe.  

Just one year ago these fan-
tastic ideas were confirmed 
by the first observations of 
gravitational waves created 
by colliding black holes.

In this talk,  Dr. Pfeiffer will introduce black holes and gravita-
tional waves.  He will then trace the story of the remarkable 
first gravitational wave discoveries, and explain how gravita-
tional waves are used to explore our Universe.
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